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SUBJECT: ARMS DEALERS VISITING QATAR 
REF : DOHA 11 68 

1 . IN PAST FEW MONTHS DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED FROM OTHER 
EMBASSIES SIMILAR QUERIES REGARDING PRESENCE OF AMERICAN 
BUSINESSMEN PROMOTING SALES OF ARTICLES ON U.S. MUNITIONS 
LIST. THESE PROMOTIONAL FORAYS ARE GENERALLY ON COMPANIES' 
OWN INITIATIVE, UNSOLICITED BY HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, 

AND WITHOUT PRIOR COORDINATION WITH DEPARTMENT OR EMBASSY. 

2. AMONG QUESTIONS RAISED IS WHETHER DEPARTMENT CAN CONTROL 
ACTIVITIES OF THESE SALESMEN WHO BY THEIR PRESENCE ABROAD 
CAN GENERATE A NEED FOR MILITARY EQUIPMENT WHERE NONE 
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MAY EXIST. WOVEN INTO PROBLEM IS THE LEGITIMATE CONCERN 
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THAT AFTER HOST GOVERNMENT APPETITE IS WHETTED SALE MAY 
FIZZLE OUT BY DEPARTMENT DISAPPROVAL OF EXPORT LICENSE ON 
SECURITY OR FOREIGN POLICY GROUNDS AND EMBASSY WOULD BE 
THEN LEFT TO FACE DISAPPOINTED OR IRRITATED OFFICIALS. 

3. WE UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE YOUR CONCERN. HOWEVER, 
DEPARTMENT IS NOT GENERALLY CONSULTED WHEN FIRMS WISH TO 
SEND REPRESENTATIVES ABROAD. AMERICAN SALESMEN IN SEARCH 

OF SALES OF ARTICLES ON L. S. MUNITIONS LIST ARE NOT 
REQUIRED TO OBTAIN OUR PERMISSION UNLESS THERE IS INVOLVED 
AN EXPORT OF HARDWARE OR TECHNICAL DATA WHICH WOULD REQUIRE 
LICENSING AS DESCRIBED IN INTERNATIONAL TRAFFIC IN ARMS 
REGULATIONS (ITAR). (SEE 10 FAM 750 APPENDIX A PARTS 
121-128). 

4. IN CASES WHERE AMERICAN FIRMS APPLY FOR EXPORT LICENSE 
TO DEMONSTRATE EQUIPMENT OR TECHNICAL DATA, DEPARTMENT 
GENERALLY REQUIRES EVIDENCE THAT FOREIGN END-USER HAS 
ALREADY EXPRESSED INTEREST IN ARTICLE TO BE DEMONSTRATED. 
APPROVAL OF THESE LICENSE NORMALLY NOT GIVEN UNLESS USG 
ALSO PREPARED TO LICENSE EXPORT OF END ITEM INVOLVED. 

5. WE HAVE BEEN CONSULTING WITH L/PM AND DOD ON PROBLEM 
AND WE ARE EXPLORING POSSIBILITIES OF TIGHTENING WAYS 

TO CONTROL INFORMATION DISCUSSED BY SALESMEN. AMONG THEM 
ARE TO REDEFINE ITAR DESCRIPTION OF TECHNICAL DATA AND 
REVIEW KINDS OF INFORMATION NOW EXEMPT FROM LICENSING. 
FURTHER, OUR OFFICE OF MUNITIONS CONTROL HAS ASKED FIRMS 
REGISTERED WITH US TO TOUCH BASE WITH EMBASSIES OR MAAGS 
BEFORE TALKING WITH FOREIGN OFFICIALS. WE ARE ENCOURAG- 
ING FIRMS TO COMPLY, AND WE FEEL THIS SHOULD BE HELPFUL 
TO YOU. OF COURSE, IF WE LEARN BEFOREHAND ANY COMPANY 
PLANS TO BE IN YOUR AREA, WE WILL INFORM YOU. KISSINGER 
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